
THE NEW MANU
EXPLORER

PHOTO SAFARI 

6D/5N

Manu Cloud forest, Manu
National Park and Manu
Wildlife Center 
Duration                    6D/5N
Fixed Departure – Saturday
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6d/5n

Embark on an awe-inspiring journey
through diverse landscapes, traversing
an unparalleled range of habitats, from
lofty highlands to lush lowlands. Our
expedition unveils the extraordinary
tapestry of ecosystems, a unique
spectacle unmatched anywhere else
on Earth. Witness high-altitude farming
terrains, rugged highland puna,
verdant grasslands, and enchanting
cloud forests teeming with life.
Descend into tropical valleys adorned
with coca plantations and exotic fruits,
each step revealing the vibrant habitat
of countless bird species.

Following the river's course, we
delve into the depths of the
lowland rainforest, reaching
remote jungle settlements and the
Manu Park Wildlife Center nestled
within Manu, the crown jewel of the
Upper Amazon basin. Here, amidst
pristine wilderness, we navigate
secluded oxbow lakes,
encountering giant otters, caimans,
and playful monkeys among a
symphony of birdlife.
Our adventure culminates at Manu
Wildlife Center, offering unrivaled
wildlife encounters, from Tapirs
gracing the lodge's mud wallow to
vibrant macaws flocking to clay
licks at dawn. Immerse yourself in
the rainforest's splendor, exploring
trails, soaring above the tower, and
discovering hidden lakes.
After a memorable expedition, we
bid farewell to the Amazon's
wonders, returning to Puerto
Maldonado. 
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DAY1

Cusco to Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge.
Departing from Cusco, our journey
commences at 3,400m/11,150 ft,
venturing towards the verdant cloud
forests where the Andes yield to the
Amazon basin. En route, we traverse
picturesque wetlands bustling with
migratory and indigenous waterfowl.
Crossing two mountain ranges,
reaching a peak altitude of
3,900m/12,790ft, we're treated to
panoramic views of forested cliffs and
cascading waterfalls.
Descending through the tropical
Andes, we witness rapid
environmental shifts, from grasslands
to elfin forests, culminating in a vibrant
tapestry of towering trees, lush ferns,
and exotic flora. 

Along the way, we pause to admire the
diverse birdlife, including the
resplendent quetzal and trogon.
Arriving at Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge in
the late afternoon, we're greeted by
the opportunity to observe Peru's
iconic national bird, the vibrant Cock-
of-the-Rock, at its mesmerizing display
ground. Amidst this natural splendor,
we savor a dinner before retiring for the
evening (Box Lunch,D)

This trip is for
demanding people



DAY 2
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Cock-of-the-Rock Lodge to Romero
Lodge (Manu National Park). With the
dawn, we embark on an early
birdwatching expedition, hoping to
catch sight of Brown Capuchin or
Woolly monkeys amidst the nearby
foliage. Alternatively, a serene nature
walk along a nearby trail awaits those
seeking a quieter morning.
After breakfast, our journey resumes,
transitioning from towering mountains
to gentle hills and pastoral landscapes.
A visit to a legitimate coca plantation at
Patria offers insight into Peru's coca leaf
market. By midday, we arrive at Atalaya,
a small port where the Piñipiñi River
converges with the Alto Madre de Dios,
marking the beginning of our venture
into the lowland rainforest.
Navigating the river's meandering path
in spacious dugout canoes, shaded by
canopy roofs, we're greeted by a
symphony of avian life and vibrant
foliage adorning the 

forested slopes. Heading northward
along the chocolate-brown waters
of the Manu River, we enter the
pristine realm of lower Manu
National Park.
As twilight descends, the forest
awakens with a chorus of tinamous
and cicadas, serenading our arrival
at Romero Lodge. Nestled amidst
the wilderness, the lodge offers a
tranquil retreat amid nature's
symphony. Enjoying a hearty meal,
we anticipate the adventures that lie
ahead in this untouched paradise.
(B,Box Lunch,D)



Romero Lodge to Manu Park Wildlife Center (Manu National Park). In the
morning, we continue our trip to the Manu Park Wildlife Center, as our boat
driver steers skillfully through shallows and driftwood snags. Orinoco Geese
and Horned Screamers strut on the beaches, Capped and White-necked
Herons patrol the shoreline, and countless sunbathing turtles dive off their log
perches as we approach. After some four hours on the river, we reach the Manu
Park Wildlife Center a simple but comfortable low-impact lodge nestled almost
invisibly in the forest. Time permitting, we will take a short walk before dinner to
stretch our legs and enjoy our first encounter with virgin rainforest. (B,Box
Lunch,D)
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DAY 3
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DAY 4

Manu National Park (Manu Park

Wildlife Center): Cocha Salvador &

Cocha Otorongo.

Our day begins with an exploration
of two nearby lakes, guided by park
authorities who determine our visit
time to Cocha Salvador. Depending
on this schedule, we'll venture to
Cocha Otorongo earlier or later in
the day.
Journeying downstream from our
camp, a brief river excursion en
route to Cocha Otorongo offers
thrilling wildlife encounters. The
sight of Capybaras along the
riverbank or a solitary Jaguar
stealthily retreating into the forest
fills us with anticipation.
As we trek towards the lake, the
canopy overhead teems with the
park's diverse monkey species,
while towering trees like kapok 

and ironwood awe us with their
colossal trunks and buttressed
roots.
These oxbow lakes, remnants of the
river's meandering course, harbor
rich biodiversity, including caimans
and the endangered Giant Otter.
Cocha Otorongo, under maximum
protection, boasts a dock platform
and a 50ft tower for wildlife
observation, promising sightings of
monkeys, kingfishers, and the
elusive otters.
Cruising Cocha Salvador on a
floating catamaran platform, we're
treated to panoramic views of the
forest and its inhabitants. Monkeys
frolic in the trees, macaws paint the
sky, and caimans lurk beneath the
water's surface, offering a glimpse
into the intricacies of Amazonian life.
Amidst this serene setting, 
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Manu National Park (Manu Park

Wildlife Center) to Manu Wildlife

Center - Macaw Clay Lick Project

and Tapir Clay lick.

At the break of dawn, we embark on
a downstream journey, the prime
time for wildlife sightings. Arriving at
Limonal park station, we file our
wildlife report before departing the
park. Navigating the tumultuous
convergence of the Alto Madre de
Dios and Manu rivers, we approach
Boca Manu village. Ninety minutes
further downstream brings us to our
thrilling final destination, Manu
Wildlife Center, just in time for lunch.
Following a satisfying meal, we
venture into the forest, where the
Macaw Lick project awaits. 

Positioned in a hide with individual
chairs and ample space for cameras,
we witness the majestic scarlet
Macaws descending to feed.
Continuing our exploration, we
traverse the network of trails
surrounding the lodge, culminating in
a visit to the 34m/112ft Canopy
Tower. From its lofty platform, we
observe the vibrant twilight activity of
the rainforest canopy.
Our journey then leads us along the
"collpa trail" to the renowned Tapir
Clay lick. Here, amid the most active
tapir lick in the Amazon, we
encounter these shy giants indulging
in a unique clay-eating ritual.
Equipped with a spacious
observation platform, we await their
arrival in silent anticipation, with the
opportunity for up-close observation
and photography.

DAY 5

we may spot the shy Giant Otters, social creatures engaging in playful antics or enjoying
a meal on fallen tree trunks. As the day unfolds, we're immersed in the wonders of the
rainforest, marveling at its beauty and biodiversity. (B,L,D)
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Manu Wildlife Center to Cusco or Lima – Departure day. We depart from the
lodge at dawn for a two-and-a-half-hour boat journey downstream to Colorado
Village. Breakfast is served either at the lodge or on the boat, offering prime
wildlife spotting opportunities along the river. En route, we pass lowland
settlements and witness gold mining activities along the Madre de Dios River.
After a brief stop in Colorado, we embark on a 45-minute overland journey to
Puerto Carlos, followed by a 10-minute boat trip across the Inambari River to
Santa Rosa. Finally, a van or bus transports us to Puerto Maldonado City airport,
marking the end of our unforgettable jungle adventure. (B)

Despite the challenge of remaining still, the chance to witness these elusive
creatures in their natural habitat is a reward in itself. As we wait, some may
choose to rest, while others eagerly anticipate the Tapirs' appearance, a
testament to the allure of experiencing nature's wonders firsthand. (B,L,D)

DAY 6

Important notes; 

Please note that the program may vary slightly so as

to maximize your wildlife sightings, depending on

the reports of our researchers and experienced

naturalist guides based at the lodge.

We strongly recommend read your PRE-DEPARTURE

INFORMATION.


